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The above indications show how well founded is the uneasiness
with which Poland regards the intentions of Herr Hitler.

Poland could not possibly exist without free access to the sea.
Napoleon himself recognized this, adding that Danzig was essential
to Poland "to enable her to dispose of her produce." The "Corridor"
and Gdynia are not enough to ensure to Poland this "exit to the sea/'
which, in the words of Proudhon, is vital to every large state." It
should not be forgotten, moreover, that the events of last March have
made this a still more vital necessity for Poland; she could, after her
reconciliation with Lithuania, have utilized the "Port of Memel,"
but this is now out of the question; while, on the other hand, since
the annexation by the Reich of Bohemia and Moravia, only at the
cost of surrendering her independence to the Reich could she make
sufficient use of the Czechoslovak railways to facilitate appreciably
her foreign trade.

Herr Hitler does not seem to have understood these points; by
choosing to claim Danzig precisely on the morrow of a series of
aggressions, one result of which has been to make the maintenance of
the existing status of Danzig more than ever indespensable to Poland,
he has shown a complete lack of psychological insight.

Before the partitions, the Poles called Danzig "the Admiral of
Poland," thus symbolizing the importance they traditionally attached
to this ancient port. The Poles of the twentieth century, with their
passion for the sea, and their high ideals for their reborn state, and
what it should become, are not prepared to allow themselves to be
despoiled in Danzig of the rights they consider essential to them. They
are unanimous on this point; they will not put up with any settlement
which would not, in their opinion, appear likely to safeguard them.

____________________LEON  NOEL.
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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, May 22, 1939.

FROM a reliable source I have received certain indications of Herr
von Ribbentrop's present attitude to the International problems of
the moment, which it appears to me advisable to pass on to your
department.

The Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs considers it absolutely
unbelievable that Poland should have rejected the Fiihrer's proposals.
These were Herr Hitler's personal suggestions. Herr von Ribbentrop
himself would never have approved them. In his opinion, they were
quite incomprehensible in "their clemency and their generosity." It
was unthinkable that Heir Hitler should have revealed, at the same
time such modesty in his demands, and such generosity in his offers.
Furthermore, last January, M. Beck had accepted these advantageous
proposals. It was because of the internal situation in Poland that he
had been unable to keep his word. The Warsaw government had
therefore missed a most unlocked for chance of securing the continued